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fixing the precise number of troops which each was to
employ against Russia, which Dr. Kanner regards as the
"key" to the question of war responsibility,60 On the con-
trary, this Moltke telegram, and other evidence to be cited
below in connection with Austrian general mobilization, be-
tray an extraordinary, though brief, lack of confidence and
understanding on the part of these two Chiefs of Staff to-
ward each other, such as was quite lacking on the part of
the Russian and French Chiefs of Staff.
In the course of the evening of July 30, probably about
11:00 P.M., Moltke talked again with Bethmann. A little
later— shortly after midnight — Moltke told Major Haeften
that he had received "two reliable reports from independent
sources, stating that mobilization of all Russia's armed
forces had already been ordered/1 °7 This was altogether
likely, as Russian general mobilization had been ordered
at 6 P.M., and the orders had been quickly transmitted to
the Warsaw District on ;the German frontier*08
Whether Moltke had already heard these "two reliable
reports" when he talked with Bethmann is uncertain, but
quite probable. For he caused Bethmann to waver momen-
tarily in his hope to avoid war and his determination to
keep "putting the brakes" on the military authorities.
At 9:00 P.M. the Chancellor had sent an "urgent1* tele-
gram No, 200, to Tschirschky at Vienna, recalling Grey's
proposal which Austria was reported as likely to reject, and
informing him of Grey's promises to work for peace at Paris
and St. Petersburg, He added the emphatic warning and
advice:
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*& See above, ch, x, at notes 62-66.

